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ON THE MOUNTAIN PEAK 

T oday’s feast of the Transfigura2on of the Lord can 
so easily pass by unno2ced on a weekday, but this is 

a rare year when it occurs on a Sunday and displaces 
the Sunday of Ordinary Time which we would other-
wise be celebra2ng. It represents a moment of su-
preme clarity for the “inner circle” of Jesus’ disciples, 
Peter, James and John. They are familiar by now with 
Jesus the man, and have begun to understand too that 
he is more than a man, indeed God himself. But now, 
seeing the magnitude of that reality displayed, that 
God is really in their midst, cannot fail to amaze them. 

From the early days of our Salva2on History, great 
prophets have iden2fied the failings of the human con-
di2on and have taught that this condi2on would only 
be healed by a visita2on from God himself. Many 
pointed to the future coming of an anointed one, a 
“Messiah”, who would visit and save the people of Isra-

el. Daniel, however, in our first Reading today, iden2-
fies this anointed one more completely, describing one 
who is a son of man entering the very presence of the 
Father as an equal – and as such, one with the Father 
in the divinity of the Godhead. Daniel clearly foresaw 
the coming of Jesus, the true Son of God. 

The Gospel account of the Transfigura2on, recounted 
also by St Peter in the second reading, presents the 
same image of Jesus the Divine. The presence of Jesus 
is, truly, the great visita2on of God which would bring 
healing to the broken world and, as had already been 
witnessed at Jesus’ Bap2sm in the River Jordan, the 
voice of the Father is heard giving witness to him and 
calling upon the faithful to listen and to follow.  

That moment of clarity gave the disciples the strength 
they would need to face their master’s human death 
which was soon to follow, and maybe it also served to 
strengthen Jesus himself in the human fear which 
would be so visible in Gethsemane. But it was not only 
an experience for those present at the 2me. Instructed 
not to speak of it un2l a�er the Resurrec2on, we can 
only speculate what answer the three might have given 
to the other disciples asking: “What happened up 
there?” All of the disciples, looking at the signs of the 
2mes and the reality of Jesus’ life amongst them, must 
also come to see the truth of God’s visita2on – and so 
must we. As we follow Jesus’ example today, and as we 
seek him, ever-present in the goodness of people and 
events around us, we too must remember that this is 
no simple “anointed prophet” whom we celebrate in 
Christ – it is indeed the very Son of our Creator God, 
and no changing of fashion or poli2cal decision will ev-
er render his teaching old-fashioned or obsolete. God 
is present to us today, in Christ, with love beyond all 
telling. Let us stay close, then, and never cease to listen 
to the “beloved Son”, who enjoys God’s favour.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Michael, Alan 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am: Anne, Julius 

OFFERTORY 
Collec�on:  22nd/23rd July: Please see printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  SVP monthly collec2on
Next week:  No re2ring collec2on next week 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar2n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 2me 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Daniel, Sheila, Mark, Kevin, Fred, Martin 
and Eve (Eve age 14) victims of the Manchester 
Arena bombing, Joan, Sr Moira, John, James, Jim, 
Sheila, Sheila, Alex, Michael, Martin, Joanne, Ai-
dan, Desmond, Eamon, John, Stefa, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, Monica, Ann, Malcolm, Harvey, Claire, Louise 
and baby Maisy, Lewis (13 yrs. old), Caitlin (age 
12), Loren (age 18), Marie, Paddy, John, Martin, 
Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Billy, Dennis and Gerald, May, 
Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Antho-
ny, Debbie, Pam, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Jo-
seph, Martin, Ishrat, Elaine, Mavis, Maureen, John-
ny, Robin and Steven, Sr Alphonsus, Bernard, Vera, 
Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Frances Ellis, John Leonard, Doris, Ce-
lia Jackson, Sr Christina Bruinsma, Christine Galli-
gan. 

Anniversaries: Harold Yates, Emily Slater, Jessie 
Wilde, James Croft, Edward Kelly, Paddy Ward, 
Christopher and Agnes Murray, Thomas Roddy, 
Thomas Stanley Dickinson, Marie Payne, Stuart 
Murphy, John & Mary Williams, Brian Slater. 

Remembrance: Kaitleen White, Agnes and Charles 
Geeney. 

We also pray: for Helen (Birthday), for world 
peace, in thanksgiving, for Bishop John and the re-
structuring of our diocese, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, 
and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar2n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar2n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 2mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(Sorry, no Children's Liturgy over the summer) 
Tea and coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma:hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 7th August) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma:hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi�on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma:hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime):11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

As we acknowledge the huge contribu2on Anne Ben-
yon has made to the parish with her dedicated and effi-
cient running of the Community Hall for so many years, 
her forthcoming re2rement means we must now find a 
way to con2nue and develop all that she has achieved. 
Following advice from the Diocese, we are adver2sing 
for a part-�me posi�on of Caretaker—8 hours (£60) 
per week. A full job descrip2on and diocesan applica-
2on form (in the name of SDC Trading Ltd—the organi-
sa2on which oversees the running of all parish centres 
and clubs in Salford Diocese) can be obtained from the 
parish website, or in print from the parish office. Appli-
ca2ons must be returned to the office by Friday Sep-
tember 8th 2017. 

Fr SOPHRONIUS VISITING 
Fr Sophronius Ssajabi from Uganda is most grateful for 
your prayers and for the financial support you give him 
via the boxes at the back of both churches. The money 
is used to assist in the running of his “LEO Ini2a2ve”—
named a�er the great champion of educa2on and for-
ma2on of na2ve clergy in the mission lands, Pope Leo 
XIII. LEO is also an acronym for “Ladder to Educa2on 
for Orphans”, and your generosity helps to fund school 
fees, uniforms, school materials etc, in a country which 
does not offer free educa2on and where orphans are 
especially disadvantaged. Fr Sophronius will be visi2ng 
us at both churches on the weekend of 19th/20th Au-
gust, and there will be the opportunity to speak with 
him a�er all Masses that weekend. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Classes will begin in October for any adult wishing to 
be bap2sed or received into the Church. If you wish to 
join these classes from October, please speak to Fr 
Mar2n. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PHOTOGRAPHS 
All photos ordered so far are available for collec2on at 
Holy Cross. 

First Holy Communion Cer�ficates may s2ll be collect-
ed a�er Mass. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday 10th October, Parish Day of Recollec2on, 
10.30am –2.30pm. Posters will be appearing soon with 
more informa2on. 

Tuesday 31st October, Charity night for Francis House, 
Oldham Theatre. Transport from Holy Cross (coach). 
Jimmy Cricket plus four suppor2ng acts. 

Tuesday 5th December, Parish Christmas Dinner at 
Boysnope Golf Club. £16.00 inclusive of so� drinks on 
the tables, plus staff gratui2es. The list will be available 
in July. Please see poster at the back of Church. 

Any queries please contact Veronica at the church.


